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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Dr. Valerie Panzarino, USF Associate Professor Pediatrics Headlines Annual Schwarzkopf Society gathering at Camp Boggy Creek
EUSTIS, FL (April 7, 20109) – On Saturday, March 27, 2010, 100 distinguished supporters gathered at Camp Boggy Creek in Eustis, FL,  for the annual luncheon honoring members of The Schwarzkopf Society. The Society is named in honor of the camp’s co-founder, General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, U.S. Army Retired.  In 1996, the General and actor/philanthropist Paul Newman spearheaded the opening of this year round state-of-the-art residential camp for children coping with chronic or life-threatening illnesses.  
Highlighting the day’s program was guest speaker, Dr. Valerie Panzarino, University of South Florida’s Associate Professor Pediatrics. A long time Camp Boggy Creek medical volunteer, Dr. Val, as she is fondly known at Camp, shared with the assembled donors the challenges faced by children with serious illness, “Kids with kidney disorders face dialysis for a huge portion of their day taking away from them many of the experiences that healthy kids might have.  When they arrive at Camp, the dialysis machines and medical staff are here to handle that process quickly and get them back out to their camp activities. The same goes for heart kids or any of the illness groups we serve. We take the meds to them and keep the focus on the fun of camp. We see the impact of what ‘feeling normal’ means for these kids while they are here. Parents know that each child has the full medical coverage he or she needs and are grateful that their child is able to experience once again the joy of just being a kid.”  She summed up the impact of Camp Boggy Creek on these children by saying, “The idea of one of these kids getting to go to camp is like any one else wanting to go to the moon.”  
The Schwarzkopf Society recognizes individuals, companies, foundations and organizations that make a commitment to Camp Boggy Creek with a minimum annual gift of $10,000. Hugh Durden, Camp Board Member and Chairman of the Society noted that, “The continuing support of Society level donors is critical since no child or family member pays to attend Camp Boggy Creek. We literally could not fulfill the mission of Camp without them.” The luncheon was generously provided by Olive Garden and served in the Camp Dining Hall which was funded by its parent company, Darden Restaurants.  
Camp Boggy Creek is a member of the Hole In The Wall Camp Association and serves children from throughout Florida. For information on Camp Boggy Creek visit http://www.BoggyCreek.org or call 866-Go-Boggy (462-6449.)
Media Contact: Sarah Gurtis, VP Marketing & Corporate Development, 352-483-4200 x 688, sgurtis@BoggyCreek.org
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